QIR M, FAEA Srer, e M, AT el —
ey AT TT, A TEF, AN ICE RO

119th
Foundation Day

Federation Hall Society

(A Heritage Institution)

'16TH OCTOBER, 2023

Sponsored by :

) STATE BANK OF INDIA



iz =S e T - A=ha et
TS - (FOITA Z(ETd (S G ATA G|
&feqifre T2rs TrifFe g7agw It e
A A0S [ofe oFa Saiege st e
TFY FEEERSI SV T WIEE, d50¢,
(@B DA (T ST~
A=A T8, 219 ¥4,
AT AY, AT T4,
9 2T, 7T BT,
TS 2HF (B ONE |
TS ST GIEH 9] - AT,
fofe ewa TP Zio I |
Gzfre s @ M e = |
(YL T ITIIEE, H50G-039)

—l




) %
= ®
I.E, (A Heritage Institution) 2

119th
Foundation Day

16th October 2023



Published by

Secretary

Federation Hall Society
294/2/1 A P C Road
Calcutta-700 009

Printed at

A K. Laser

294/2/1 A P C Road
Calcutta-700 009



The partition of Bengal in 1905 and its annulment in 1911-12
are landmark in the history of India’s struggle of freedom. The
partition led the people of Bengal to protest the arbitrary and
motivated decision. The protest went through three phases:
meeting and memorials, constitution boycott and terrorism.
Bengali sentiments were sought to be placed by the eventual
revocation of the partition, but the capital of British India was
moved to Delhi from Calcutta to check the furore of Bengali
militancy.

Against British Government’s Resolutions and proclamations;
and addresses by Lord Curzon, Sir Charles Tegart, momorials
and resolutions adopted at public protest meetings; historic lectures
Abdur Rasul, Surendranath Banerjea, Rabindranth Tagore,
Bipin Chandra Pal, Krishnakumar Mitra; essays comments and
editorials in news papers of the period like “The Bengalee”, “Bande
Mataram” and “Yugantar” three major contemporary organs of
protest offer readers a direct feel of the pulse of the times; and
allows social scientist, historian and scholars to study closely the
beginning of communal divide that led to the second Partition of
1947.

Dedicated to the Founders and
Whe sacrificed themselves
in the SWADESHI movement



Federation Hall, Kolkata

Federation Hall, an iconic landmark of Kolkata, West Bengal, stands as
a witness to the momentous agitations that took place against the
partition of Bengal in 1905. The scheme to partition Bengal broadly
along communal lines, which was formulated as part of the British
‘divide and rule’ policy, shook the conscience of all Bengalis. To combat
this destructive plan, prominent intellectuals such as Rabindranath Tagore
and Surendranath Bannerjea proposed the establishment of an “Akhanda
Banga Bhavan” (United Bengal Building), which would serve as the
meeting point for the protestors and agitators. Sister Nivedita, Jagadish
Chandra Basu and other major thinkers and politicians enthusiastically
supported this proposal, and Sister Nivedita suggested the name “Milan
Bhavan" for the complex, which was accepted. On 16th October 1905,
thousands of people assembled for the foundation ceremony of the
building and commemorated the day by observing hartals to show their
protest to the government, and Rakhi ceremonies to demonstrate the
unity of all Bengalis. Today, the Federation Hall serves as a library and
cultural learning and Institutional activities for the people. On 8th October
2022, a plague was installed at the building by the Heritage Commission
of Bengal to commemorate its historic significance.



Shyamal Kumal' Sen 50, Ramkanta Bose Street,

Formerly Governor, West Bengal, Chief Justice, Allahabad High Kolkata -700003
Court, Chairperson, West Bengal Human Rights Commission Phone; 2565-9333,2533-0343
E-mail: senshyamalkumarb6@gmail.com

Date - 9 October 2023

Message

| am very happy that, like last year, our society will also celebrate its Foundation Day
on October 16, 2023, and a colourful souvenir will be published on the occasion.

This day in the year, 2005, is a memorable day-in the history of our society. Prior to
the aforesaid date, Lord Curzon was planning to divide Bengal, and there were protests by
many people in different section of the society of Bengal. There was a meeting in the Town
Hall in Calcutta where all the leaders protested this policy of partition of Bengal by Lord
Curzon in their speeches. Despite this strong opposition, on October 16, 2005, Lord Curzon
passed an order for the partition of Bengal. As suggested by all the leaders, Dr. Ananda
Mohan Bose, a great scholar, and philanthropist who was bedridden at that time, was
requested to lay the foundation stone of the Federation Hall Society. Dr. Bose came in a
wheelchair and laid the foundation stone. The name of the hall was chosen by Sister
Nivedita as Federation Hall (Milan Mandir). On the aforesaid day, there was a small piece of
land where many people around 50 thousand, including all the leaders of Bengal, assembled
there in protest of the order for the partition of Bengal passed by Lord Curzon. The
‘Arandhan Day’, a popular Bengali ritual, was celebrated on that day, and Rabindra Nath
Tagore led the procession by singing the song, “Banglar Mati. Banglar Jal, Banglar Bayu,
Banglar Fol, Punya Hauk, Punya Hauk, Punya Hauk, Hey Bhagaban®. Very recently, our
State Government has declared the song as Rajya Sangeet.

A procession in protest was taken with a huge number of people led by Rabindra
Nath Tagore to the residence of Late Pashupati Bose at Bagbazar and from there to Beadon
Square where the festival of ‘Rakhi Bandhan' was celebrated after taking care of by him. It
may not be out of place to mention here that the speech written by Dr. Ananda Mohan Bose,
an excellent one, was read out by Rashtraguru Surendranath Banerjee as the health of Dr.
Bose was not fit for reading the speech. The leaders of the movement stated that they will
unsettle the settled fact and in fact, the act was repealed in the year 2011 and the capital
was shifted from Calcutta to Delhi by the British. We must today be united and get
inspiration from this great movement.

Programme held last year was full of grandeur with solemn ceremony. 1 think, this
year also we shall be able to organise the programme in the same manner. My best wishes
to all and pray that, this year the programme will be of all success.

Shyamal Kumar Sen
To
Sri Sisir Banerjee,
Vice-President
Federation Hall Society
Kolkata-700009
E-mail: mailpriyasisir@gmail,com
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Facsimile of the great ‘Rakhi-song’ composed by the Poetinitiating the ‘Rakhi-bandhan’
ceremony to symbolise the unity of Bengal on October 16, 1905,—the day “partition” of
the provinces was given effect to by Lord Curzon
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The agitation perkaps neacked ite climax on the day of the fantition. the
féféﬂmgm There was a great meeting to bay the joundation of the Fational
Federation Hal. ... The coremony was ale gone though the tying nakihis (yellow
MJM%@&M.W@MW@%WWW
i to eviet between Beagalees in both frovinces. ... Tu 1891, a genuine effort to
otant an emponiam in (Zalentta for the sale on country - made goodt was made. . ..
Sex geans later. in 1897, the poct-politician, Ralbindra ath Tagore, nevived
the idea and opened an estalllishment bunown as the Swadeiki Bhandar at §2.
Famison Road. The movement was non-folitical. as its object was to encownage
the eale of country-made goods to estallick schools for insthuction in indigenons

.. The tinee frincipal eveats wene
(a)  Bathing in the niver, with which wae asssciated the tying of the
yellow nakli tnead on the anier.
(6)  The clocing of chope. ascsociated with wnon-dupfily of country froduce
and Jisk to the manket from the mufassal.

(¢) A meeting at Ho. 298, Uppen Cincatar Road, a vacant plot of land,
of about two bighas in extent, where the foundation dtone of the
froposed Fedenation Hall wae laid. . ..

The baging of the foundation-otone at 3 f.m. at Wo. 298, Upper Circutar Boad,
was attended by sevenal thousands of Findus. Tt pacsed off guite quietly. .. The
gollowing amony othens wene woticed—

Babu Swnendna Hath Banerjee.

St Gunw Das Banengee.

Balbln Fem (Chandna Wallick.

Babu Rabindra ath Tagore. ete.

Report of the Inspector General of Police, Lower Provinces,
on the Agitation against the Partition of Bengal, 1905.
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Sister Nivedita
The Federation Hall—Milan Mandir

Dr. Shekhar Kumar Seth

he beginning of the twentieth century revealed a newly consciousness
of India with the awakened spirit of Swami Vivekananda and his disciple
Sister Nivedita. Swami Vivekananda had told her that for the next
fifty years Mother India would be the only object of worship and worship
of all gods will follow. Sister Nivedita moulded her own life accordingly.
There are many aspects of Sister Nivedita—made notable efforts to
serve the poor of Calcutta and Bengal during times of plague, famine
and floods there. Following Vivekananda’s death in 1902, Nivedita turned
her attention more toward India’s political emancipation.

She was assocaited with the Dawn Society and Anushilan Samiti,
Young Men’s Hindu Union Committee, the Gita Society and the
Vivekananda Society and Inspired their members by talks on the Gita,
Swami Vivekanand’s message and Hinduism generally. She laid
particular stress on “Nation”, “Nationality” and “National Consciousness”
and to become an evangelist. Under her inspiration, sports, recitations,
and lecture competitions became a part of the training of young men,
she was preceptor to them and often distributed Vivekananda Medals
in recognition of merit. She inspired many freedom fighters, writers,
thinkers, scientists, entrepreneurs, historians, painters etc. She believed
in the need for revolutionary methods for the purpose of winning
independence.

As part of her deep involvement in the revival of Indian art, she
supported the swadeshi movement that called for the boycott of imported
British goods in favour of demestically produced handmade goods. She
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continued to give lectures in India and
overseas, promoting Indian arts and
education of Indian women.

Abanindranath was also inspired
by the Sister Nivedita, for creation of
Bharat Mata painting. Nivedita wrote
about the painting in the journal
Modern Review, vowing to popularise
it through prints till its copies are spread
all over the country.

On 20th July 1905, Lord Curzon,
the then Viceroy of India, announced

the partition of the undivided Bengal

Presidency. The undivided Bengal at that time comprised the present-
day states of West Bengal, Bihar, parts of Chattisgarh, Odisha, and
Assam and present-day Bangaldesh. It was the most populous province
of India, with around 8 crore people. A new province of East Bengal
and Assam was announced, with a population of 3.1 crore with a Muslim-
Hindu ratio of 3:2. The western Bengal province was overwhelmingly
Hindu.

The move of partition was a sinister motive of “Divide and Rule”
Policy provoked great resentment. Rastraguru Surendra Nath Banerjee,
Poet Rabindranath Tagore and other leaders of Bengal proposed the
adoption of a number of measures to counter the pernicious act and ill-
motivated sinister design to vivisect their dear motherland in two parts,
on communal and a religions basis, affecting the educational, industrial
and socio-political fields.

People reacted sharply to this decision and Nivedita attended a great
protest meeting held on 7th August, 1905 at Town Hall. In a subsequent
meeting Surendra Nath Banerjee, the most outstanding leader of anti-
partition agitation, proposed the construction of a Federation Hall to to
symbolise the unity of Bengal as a protest against the partition move.

This proposal as warmly supported by Acharya Jagadish Chandra
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Bose, Tarak Nath Palit and Sister Nivedita. Surendranath mentioned
in his book “A Nation in the Making” writes—*“The proposal was warmly
supported by “Sister Nivedita” of the Ramkrishna Mission, that beneficent
lady who had, consecrated her life to, and died in, the Service of India.”
It was Sister Nivedita who preferred and proposed the name “Milan
Mandir” instead of ‘Akhand Banga Bhawan’ under warm support frm
the Masses.

It was on the historic day of 16TH OCTOBER 1905—(30th ASHWIN
1312 B.S.), the partition formally came into effect and was received on
solemn note. Leading procession to the Ganga, Rabindra Nath Taogre
started a mass ceremony where wristlets of coloured thread (rakhi)
were exchanged (Rakhi Bandhan) as a symbol of brotherhood. The Air
was rent with the songs that Tagore had composed for the occasion
such as Banglar Mati Banglar Jol (invoking divine blessings in the
name of the earth and waters of Bengal, Bidhir Bidhan Katbe Tumi
emni shaktiman (are you so powerful that you can cut asunder the
God made bond that bind us) and Jodi tor dak shune keyu na ashe
tabe ekla chalore (if no one responds to your call, then go you away
alone).

The members of Vandemataram Sampradaya sang patriotic songs
parading through the streets and people from all directions formed
disciplined processions and proceeded towards the very site at 294, Upper
Circular Road, Garpar, where the ceremony of laying the foundation
stone of the proposed “Federation Hall (Milan Mandir)"—the visible
symbol of the spirit of union, the remembrance to the future generation
was to be laid.

More than 50,000 Bengalis assembled at the very site, a 4 Bigha
vacant plot, where the present building of The Federation Hall (“Milan
Mandir” as given by Lokemata Nivedita) now stands, to raise their
united and vigorous voice of protest against the said vivisection of their
dear MATRIBHUMI, through the thundering voice of their great leaders,
who earlier formed an Anti-partition Committee. They were Sir Gooroodas
Banerjee, Ananda Mohan Bose, Surendra Nath Banerjee, Ambica Charan
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Majumdar, Rabindranath Tagore, Rashbehari Ghosh, Motilal Ghosh,
Maharaja Manindra Chandra Nandi, Maharaja Jagadindra Nath Ray
of Natore, the noble Acharya Chowdhuris of Mymensingh, Abdul Rasul,
Bhupendra Nath Basu, Aswini Kumar Dutta, Krishna Kumar Mitra,
Bramahabandhab Upadhyaya, Kaliprasanna Kavyabisharad, Nabab
Attikulla of Dacca, Liaquat Hossain, Majibar Rahaman, Sakharam Ganesh
Deuskar, Abdul Halim Gaznavi, Sir Dr. Nilratan Sarcar, Prankrishna
Acharya, Jagadish Chandra Bose, P. C. Ray, Hirendra Nath Dutta,
Bipin Chandra Pal and many others.

The indissoluble entity will bond the eastern and western parts of
Bengal was to take place at 3.30 P.M. A spacious ‘shamiyana’ was erected
under which seats for about 2000 people were provided and outside it,
every available inch of space on all sides was occupied, overflowing the
Upper Circular Road. The meeting started with singing of “Vandemataram’
by Hem Chandra Sen and ‘Ebar tor Mara Gandey Baan Esechhe Jai
Maa Bole Vassao Tori’ in chorus by the members of Vande Mataram
Sampradai, Sir Gooroodas Banerjee in an eloquent and impressive speech
in Bengali explained the essence of building The Federation Hall and
proposed that Ananda Mohan Bose should lay the Adharshila and chair
the meeting. This proposal was carried with acclamation. But Ananda
Mohan, who was in a very poor health, and had to be carried to the dais
in a sedan chair, spoke a few words in Bengali, saying that he has literally
quitted an invalid’s bed to attend the meeting, in a chocked voice which
almost sounded like a voice from the grave. He agreed to lay the foundation
stone but declined to preside over owing to illness and requested Surendra
Nath to read out the address for him. Surendra Nath then read out, “That
The Federation Hall, the foundation stone of which is being laid today,
not only on this spot of land, but on our moistened and tearful hearts, is
the embodiment and visible symbol of years the hope expressed by Ananda
Mohan, was going to be fulfilled.” There was chanting of “Banglar Mati
Banglar Jol Punya Hok Punya Hok He Bhogowan”.

Before laying of the Foundation Stone of proposed The Federation
Hall, president Ananda Mohan Basu addressing a vast gathering said
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“Let every brick of this building bear testimony to the devotion and patriotic
ardour of our people. Let us remember that here shall be formed integrating
influences of a divided interest. This hall will be a place where all that
moulds and forms of a growing nation, all that uplift and regenerate the
national character and train it up to true manhood, and every noble
impulse shall always find their place, and at its shrine shall come, as for
worship, every member of the Bengalee Nation. It will be a temple raised
in honour of our Motherland ont only for a national union, but also for
national progress. The Federation Hall will, I trust be a place of all our
national gathering and in its rooms will hold social reunions and meetings
for different purposes. There will be room for gymnasiums, room for a
library of reference, and of useful publication, and for newspapers, classes
for singing of National songs and for recitation and cultivation of all that
promotes a spirit of patriotism, of self-sacrifice, and true cultural
Accommodation. I hope such accommodation will in time be provided for
visitors of other parts of Bengal and it may be of India”.

Nivedita was at the time at Darjeeling. A crowd slowly gathered
around the Darjeeling Town Hall. Protests wee made in brief but spirited
language. Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das and Sister Nivedita addressed
the gathering. Nivedita thumbed her chest and said, “Woe to my native
land. They have insulted the country by this divisive wall of separation.
We will fight with bravery and self-sacrifice to remove this wall of
separation.” The assembled crowd raised their right hands in unison
with Rakhi tied in their hands. Nivedita noted the day in her dairy as
“National Day” and always to remember it as a special day. Bearing in
mind the success of the annual Warwick Pageant, Nivedita thought
that a commemoration of an ‘All India Day’ on 16 October could be a
creative initiative. It could be harnessed into promoting national feeling.
Nivedita used to observe this tithi every year thereafter. Friends used
to gather at her house, she would feed everyone with fruits and salads.

From a letter written to Ramananda Chatterjee, the editor of Prabhasi,
it appeas that Nivedita addressed all those outside Bengal in a circulatory
note dated 16 October, where she wrote,
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Sister Nivedita to Ramananda Chatterjee

16th October, 1905

With the compliments of Sister Nivedita.

To-day being the 30th Aswin, 16th October, 1905, Partition of
the Bengali people is to be made by law.

This day then, designed to be the date of our'division, is
henceforth yearly to be set aside by us, for the deeper realisation
of our national unity. Having been made by this threat of division,
overwhelmingly conscious of the essential oneness of the whole
Indian Nationa the heart of Bengal goes out to all parts of our
common Motherland.

“Thus to you from us of Bengal, is sent today this thread of
Rakhi-Bandhan, in token not merely of the union of Provinces
and parts of Provinces but of bond that knits us all as children of
one Motherland together. Bande Mataram.”

Can metals feel? Last night at the Royal Institution Professor Jagadish
Chander Bose proved that they can, in much the same way as animate beings.

He struck a piece of copper, pinched a piece of zinc, gave it poision and
administered an antidote, and threw light upon an artificial retina. In each
the electrical emotion, as registered by the galvanometer, was painful to witness.
There is an poening for a society for the prevention of cruelty to metals.
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Sister Nivedita Jagadis Chandra Bose Sara Chapman Bull

American philanthropist Sara Chapman Bull had donated nearly $40,000
to Jagadis Chandra Bose more than 114 years ago to establish an interdisciplinary
science research centre that went on to become the Bose Institute.

Dr. S. K. Seth
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16th October, 1905 Jagadish Chandra Bose letter to
Mrs. Ole Bull disciple of Swami Vivekananda
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DR. J. C. BOSE TO MRS. OLE BULL

Darling mother, ' 16th Oct. 1905

There is just time to send you this thread, which I tie round your
wrist. They have divided us by law, but we all over India bind ourselves
by this symbolic tie to stand by each other all time, and stand and face
everything. This is our true union and from today there should be the
beginning of new national life. We have turned back on relying on
strangers. We for India and for ourselves. Dearest one, your heart is
with us and let your prayers be also with us.

Trying to send off remaining chapters.

Yours affectionate
Son

N. [Nivedita] is just packing off the mss. for book, her love heartfull.
Please direct the enclosed.

[On the top of this letter Dr. J. C. Bose pasted a cutting from a newspaper,
the matter of which is the following :]

Can Metals Feel?

References
1) Letter of Sister Nivedita—Sankari Prasad Basu.
2) Margot Sister Nivedita of Vivekananda—Reba Som.
3) oS Fay fWrafrel—fEtes @l
4) Sister Nivedita—Basudha Chakraborty.
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Federation Hall - an Institution of National
Importance Past, Present & Future

Bimal C. Ray
Former Secretary, Federation Hall Society & National Fund Society

When Lord Curzon was determined to partition the Bengal Presidency,
in 1905, Rashtraguru Surendranath Banerjea proposed the adoption of
a number of measures to counteract the pernicious and ill-motivated
sinister design to vivesect his dear motherland, in two parts on communal
& religious basis the most important one of which was the building of
a FEDERATION HALL (Akhanda Banga Bhaban).

The proposal was warmly supported, among others, by Lokmata
Nivedita, the most devoted and worthy disciple of Swami Vivekananda,
and Tarak Nath Palit, a great benefactor of the Bengali people.

It was on the historic day of 16th October 1905-(30th Ashwin 1312
B.S.) the 50,000 people of Bengal assembled at the very site (then 4
Bighas of vacant plot), when the prsent building of our dear Federation
Hall (Milan Mandir—the Bengali name was given by Lokmata Nivedita)
now stnads, to raise their united and vigorous voice of protest against
the said vivisection of their dear Matreebhumi, through the thundering
voices of their great leaders, who earlier formed an Anti-Partition
Committee, viz, Gooroodas Banerjee, Ananda Mohan Bose, Surendra
Nath Banerjee, Ambica Charan Majumdar, Rabindranath Tagore,
Rashbehari Ghose, Motilal Ghosh, Maharaja Manindra Chandra Nandy,
Maharaja Jagadindra Nath Ray of Natore, the noble Acharya Chowdhuris
of Mymensingh, Abdul Rasul, Bhupendra Nath Basu, Ashwini Kuamr
Dutta, Krishna Kumar Mitra, Bramhabandhab Upadhyaya, Kaliprasanna
Kavyabisharad, Nabab Attikulla of Dacca, Liaquat Hossain, Mujibar
Rahaman, Sakharam Ganesh Deuskar, Abdul Halim Gaznavi, Nilratan
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Sarkar, Prankrishna Acharya, Jagadish Chandra Bose, P. C. Roy, Hirendra
Nath Dutta, Bipin Chandra Pal and many others. The people of Bengal
observed fasting on the 16th October. In Calcutta the mass bathed at
the Ganges in the early morning, tied the Rakhi at each other’s wrists,
and the Calcuttans observed complete Hartal on that day. The members
of Vandemataram Sampradaya sang patriotic songs parading the streets
and pepole from all directions formed disciplined processions and proceeded
towards the very site at 294. Upper Circular Road, Gai*par, where the
ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the proposed Federation
Hall-the visible symbol of the spirit of union, the memorial to future
generation yet unborn, the indissoluble that bond the eastern and western
parts of Bengal-was to take place at 3.30 p.m. A spacious shamiyana
was erected under which seats for about 2000 people were provided,
and outside it every available inch of space on all sides was occupied,
overflowing the Upper Circular Road.

The meeting started with the singing of Vandemataram by Hem
Chandra Sen and “Ebar Tor Mara Gangey Bann Eseche Jai Maa Bole
Bassa Tory” in chorus by the members of Vandemataram Sampradaya.

Gooroodas Banerjee in an eloquent and impressive speech in Bengali,
explained the objects of building the Federation Hall and then proposed
that Ananda Mohan Bose should lay the Adharshila and Chair the
meeting. This proposal was carried with acclamation. But, Ananda Mohan,
who was in a very poor health, and had to be carried to the dais in a
sedan chair, spoke a few words in Bengali, saying that he had literally
quitted an invalid’s bed to attend the meeting and in a chocked voice
which almost sounded like a voice from the grave, he agreed to lay the
foundation stone but decline to preside owing to illness and requested
Mohammad Yusuf Khan of Mohammedan Central Association to preside
and called upon Surendra Nath to read out his address for him. Surendra
Nath then read out ..... “That the Federation Hall, the foundation stone
of which is being laid today, not only on this spot of land, but on our
moistened and tearful hearts, is the embodiment and visible symbol of
the spirit of union, the memorial to future generations yet unborn of
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these unhappy days. Let every brick of this building bear testimony to
the devotion and patriotic ardour of our people. Let us remember that
here shall be formed integrating factors that will make for our union
against the disrupting influences of a divided interest and divided
Government . . . This Hall will be a place where all that moulds and
forms growing nation, all that uplifts and regenerates the national
character and trains it up to true manhood, and every noble impulse
shall always find their place; and at its shrine shall come, as for worship
every member of the Bengalee Nation. It will be a temple raised in
honour of our common Motherland and only for a national union, but
also for national progress.”

“The Federation Hall will, I trusted, be a place of all our national
gatherings, in its rooms will be held social reuions and meeting for
different purposes. There will be probably gymnasiums, room for a
library for reference, and of useful publications, and for newspapers,
classes for the singing of national songs, and for the recitation and
cultivation of all that promotes a spirit of patriotism, of self-sacrifice,
and true cultures; accomodation, too, I hope, will in time be provided
for visitors from other parts of Bengal and, it may be, of India.”

“I rejoice from my heart that this ceremony presently to be followed
by an inauguration (of National Fund Society) for furthering and
consolidating, the industrial development of the country, on which depends,
the material salvation of millions in this land. And yet the two
inaugurations are not separate, but one, and like the sacred Ganges
and the holy Jumna they will commingle their waters and unites their
waves in one merry march to the azure sea. In this hall, I believe,
lecturs will be delivered and discussions held on all subjects bearing on
the commercial and industrial progress of the country. Its room will
contain economic museums and samples of commercial products of the
land—even though on a small scale for the present this may be and
experiments will be held of a practical character, it will be the rendezvous
of all interested in this great cause of industrial progress, and will in
various other ways promote those interests. In fact, this hall will as it
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grows and expands be the natural and the necessary home of the movement
for the industrial advance of the country.”

Towards the conclusion of the address much excitement was caused
by the appearance of Baba Kaur Singh, a decendant of Guru Nanak
and a high priest of the highest status. He received a most cordial
reception and in response to Surendranath’s request delivered a most
impressive and clearly enunciated address in Gurumukhi declaring that
in this hour of distress of the Bangalee people, the entire people of
Punjab will stand behind and support the anti-partition movement. He
concluded by invoking the blessings of HIM whom Hindus, Musalmans
and Christians alike adore. Surendranath tied the Rakhi round the
wrist of Kaur Singh amid a scene of wildest enthusiasm.

At the instance of the President, Ashutosh Chowdhuri then read
out the following proclamation signed by the presndent and Rabindranath
followed him with a Bengali translation of the same, which was repeated
by the assembld gathering with a solemn chorus voice.

PROCLAMATION
Whereas the Government fit to effect the Partition of Bengal in spite of
the universal protets of the Bengalee Nation, we hereby pledge and
proclaim that we as a people shall do everything in our power to counteract
the evil effect of dismemberment of our province, and to maintain the
integrity of our race. So God help us.—Ananda Mohun Bose.
Students of Indian Political History of the Swadeshi Movement period
sometime criticize the Moderate Leaders of pursuing the policy of
constitutional agitation, supplication and application to unsettle the
settled fact of Partition. But, do they admit that the revolutionary
movement of Bengal was stated ony due to the grave injustice and
National insult which were committed on the very day of 16th October
1905 and which ignited the fire of retaliation in the young hearts of
Bengal? In the historic PROCLAMATION it was clearly stated that “we
hereby pledge & proclaim that we as a people shall do everything in
our power to counteract the evil effects of dismemberment of
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our province, and to maintain the integrity of our race,”. Mr.
Valentine Chirol had to admit that the Partition was the signal for
agitation such as India had not hitherto witnessed. In the indictment
in the Alipore Bomb Case, where the accused were charged with conspiring
aginst the King-Emperor, the date of the conspiracy was fixed on or
about the 16th October, 1905. That was the date of partition. This view
is supported by the judgment of Calcutta High Court in the appeal that
was preferred in connection with the said Bomb Case. Let us quote . . .
“In 1905 came partition of Bengal, which according to the case for the
Crown, was ‘unquestionably, a land mark in this attempted revolution,’
and was used in its promotion. This was how the learned Counsel for
the Crown stated before the bench. “Those who used this engine regarded
it from this point of view that it was a line of demarcation between a
population who were the same in kindred, faith, colour, caste, creed
and sympathies. They said an unncessary demarcation had been to sever
people who had a common point of view. Then, after a reference to the
Jugantar newspaper, the Learned Counsel of the Crown proceeded :
“The Partition would therefore lead an additional tone to their invectives
in this paper, and from that point of view they could understand why
it was that the 16th October had always been regarded as a day of
humiliation and prayer. Those who used it had recognised the full
value of the minds of the people. And so, according to the theory of the
Crown, the Partition included a state of mind in the young men of
Bengal ready to receive the doctrine of independence which the Jugantar
incessantly preached.”

The first National Flag was hoisted in the Federation Hall land by
Surendranath. The idea of a National Flag was conceived and prepared
by Hemchandra Kanoongo, Sukumar Mitra & Anathnath Ray who
were the youth leaders of the day. In later period, Bhupendra Nath
Basu adopted' the colour of the jersey of Mohun Bagan from the flag
- the Maroon & Bottle Green, and the East Bengal Club under the
imitative of Banowarilal Roy took the remaining colour yellow and the
Maroon. The oldtimers will be in agreement with the writer. Therefore,
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the indirect contribution to the Nation made by Federation Hall is a
remarkable one.

The anti-partition agitation evoked the sympathy of the other
provinces and created a spirit of unity throughout India. As a matter
of fact, the Nationalist Movement of Bengal and the revolutionary
Movement orginated by the Youth of Bengal, were the precursors of
Freedom Movement in all parts of the country, which ultimately led to
the achivement by India of her complete independence.

The construction of the Federation Hall was much delayed for various
trouble and many vicissitudes. The first calamity was the death of W.
C. Bonerji, who had been expected to bear the cost of the land. The
second trouble was the sudden appearance of a tiled hut in the middle
of the plot of land, which was claimed to be a mosque and which could
not be removed by the strenuous efforts of the Hindu and Muslim
leaders. The third was the re-partition of Bgengal in 1912. Then came
the World War-I, the conclusion of which was followed by the Non-Co-
operation Movement. The last two obstactless were the loss of possession
of the land and the World War-II. However, a fresh cause for action
across in favour of the erection of the Federation Hall after a disastrous
Partition of Bengal, and the possession of the land was recovered as a
result of a great deal of efforts of Dr. P. N. Banerjee, towards the end
of 1953. He collected subscription and donations from friends and
acquaintances and from members of the public and his ex-students,
many of whom held responsible positions, and who were not slow to
respond. He found enthussiasm in a few young men and received their
unstinted loyalty and help. Thus equipped, he built the four storied
building on the fore-ground of the selected site. After a lapse of fifty
years the hope expressed by Ananda Mohan was going to be fulfilled.
The whole project is now substantially but not completely materialised.
During the presidency of Dr. Radha Binod Pal and Justice Phanibhusan
Chakravartti the remaining construction was done and in recent years
during the tenure of Kamal Kumar Basu additional construction of the
2nd floor was completed.



The Federation Hall is thus a Sacred Trust. It has a three-fold
object view : fist, it fosters unity among the Bengali-speaking people as
well as among the entire population in India; secondly, it seeks to
establish friendly relations between India and the other countries of
the World; and, thirdly, it provides an important centre for serious
study and research in regard to economics, cultural and administrative
problems on a sound and constructive basis, and above all, it will function
as a memorial to the great leaders of the Swadeshi Movement.

Fifty-seven portraits and two busts of great religious leaders and
eminent nation builders have been installed in the Federation Hall.
This emphasizes the fundamental unity of the religions and cultures of
different nations and is expressive of affinities in their social and political
aims and aspirations. Thirty-one artistic pictures have been put in the
art gallery of the Society at the instance of the Late Art Critic, O. C.
Ganguli. At present orations in memory of past Presidents-National
Leaders are delivered on important subjects. Meetings are held to discuss
matters of social and political concern. Seminars are also regularly held
of the cultural uplift of the people. The role of the Society in organising
debates and seminars on various important topics are praiseworthy.
The Library and the Free Reading Room of Federation Hall is playing
an important role in the advancement of general and academic education.
The Reference Section is very rich in the true sense of the term. A large
Text Book Section is serving the needs of the undergraduate and
postgraduate students to a great extent. As it is essential to foster
goodwill and understanding between different states of India as a correct
step to National Integration. Dr. P. N. Banerjee had started Language
Classes for those who sought help. Later an Institute of languages has
been formed to impart the teching of different State Languages and
some of the important foreign languages at a very subsidised rate.
Only the Session charges & a total sum of Rs. 150/- per year and no
other monthly tution charges are collected. Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,
on our approach granted the society the total exemption of Income Tax
under Section 10(20c)v of I.T. Act, and we now enjoy the privilege of
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exemption under Section 80G of I.T. Act of 1961. In the near future,
the Society will establish a children’s library in its adjacent vacant land
at the rear side and is contemplating to install a computer for the
library and the official jobs with iternet facilities. Thus it would be our
alm to serve the knowledge-hunting serious readers of Calcutta
Metropolitan area.

The fulfilment of all these objects will entail considerable large
expenditure, both initial and recurring. The Federation Hall Society
urges the charitable minded sons and daughters of our common Motherland
to come forward with generous donations for the benefit of the Swadeshi
Movement of Bengal which is still serving the Nation as sincerely as
possible.

Bandemataram.
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We express our heart felt thanks and
gratitude to The State Bank of India,
Sishu Sahitya Sansad, Dignitories,
Advertisers, Well-wishers for their
kind co-operation and gracious
support towards Historic event of
119th Foundation Day trending
since October 1905, to protest
against Bangabhanga movement
held on the 16th October 1905 with
active participation of Kaviguru
Rabindranath Tagore, Acharya
Ananda Mohan Bose, Acharya
Jagadish Chandra Bose and other
distinguished personalities.
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